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Tuesday, Jan. 6
‘Bird conservation made easy’

Time: 7 p.m.
Where: Riveredge Nature Center,

4458 W. Hawthorne Drive, Newburg
Like to help save the songbirds?

Vicki Piaskowski, the Zoological
Society of Milwaukee’s bird expert, is
giving a free talk to the Riveredge Bird
Club to which the public is invited.
Many birds like to eat fruits and
insects found on some Wisconsin
plants ... plants which may already be
on your property. Learn simple ways to
make your yard bird-friendly.
Piaskowski is the international coordi-
nator of Birds Without Borders-Aves
Sin Fronteras® (BWB-ASF)*. She and
other staff just wrote a new guide
called “Recommendations for
Landowners: How to Manage Your
Land to Help Birds.” Free print copies
of the guide will be available at the
talks. Guide also available as a free down-
load at www.zoosociety.org/wilandowner.

Wednesday, Jan. 7
Coffee Club

Time: 10:30 a.m.
Where: Cedarburg Senior Center,

W63 N643 Washington Ave.
Greg Michaels, a financial advisor

with Edward Jones in Cedarburg. will
host a coffee club and will discuss the
current market and economic condi-
tions. In addition, Ginger Ayers from
the Ozaukee Aging and Disability
Resource Centre will be the guest
speaker, talking about planning for the
future and maintaining independence,
Title 19 and the Family Care Program.
Refreshments will be served.

M-T Chamber Lunch
Time: 11:45 a.m. 
Where: Concordia University,

12800 N. Lake Shore Drive, Mequon
Cost: Before 1/6 $20 members;

$30 nonmembers; $30 members;
$35 nonmembers after 1/6

The monthly chamber lunch in the
Friends of Concordia University Room
on the northwest side of campus will
feature Val Klump, director of the
Great Lakes Water Institute, the
largest academic freshwater research
facility on the Great Lakes. Scientists
at the institute conduct research in
aquatic ecology and technology, bio-
geochemistry, aquaculture, fishers
and environmental health, focusing on
the Great Lakes and other freshwater

systems. Visit www/.mtchamber.org/
event-calendar.cfm then click on the
online store to pay online, or call 512-
9358.

The Yale Spizziwinks? are in Cedarburg
Time: 7:30 p.m.
Where: Cedarburg Performing Arts

Center, W68 N611 Evergreen Blvd.,
Cedarburg

Cost: $8 adults; $6 students
America’s oldest underclassmen a

cappella group, the Yale Spizziwinks?,
will be performing in Cedarburg. Since
1914, they have been entertaining
audiences around the world with their
unique blend of sweet harmony and
tongue-in-cheek humor. In recent
years, the group’s fan club has grown
to include celebrities such as Magic
Johnson, Henry Kissinger, Klesey
Grammer and John Kerry and more.

Thursday, Jan. 8
Library program ‘Not A Box’

Time: 9:30 a.m.-10:45 a.m.
Where: Riveredge Nature Center,

4458 W. Hawthorne Drive, Newburg
We’ll use the fun illustrations from

“Not A Box” by Antoinette Portis as a
starting point to imagine what our
home would be like if we were an ani-
mal living outside in the winter. Boxes
will be on hand to help the little ones
create imaginative spaces, then take
a walk outside to find real animal
homes. Call 375-2715.

Cedarburg Lions to hold Blood Drive
Time: 1:30 p.m.-6:30 p.m.
Where: Immanuel Lutheran

Church, W61 N498 Washington Ave.,
Cedarburg

The Cedarburg Lions Club is spon-
soring a blood drive at Immanuel
Lutheran Church. No appointment is
necessary. However, for questions or
to book an appointment, call the
Blood Center of Wisconsin at 1-877-
BE A HERO. Please bring used eyeglass-
es for the Lions’ Mission to Mexico.

Grafton Senior Center
Membership Pizza Party

Time: 3 p.m.
Where: Grafton Senior Center,

1667 7th Ave., Grafton
Cost: $5, includes pizza, soda and

ice cream
Advance tickets are required to the

Senior Friendship Club meeting at 3
p.m. followed by pizza. This is a great

time to renew annual memberships
($5 per person). Call 375-5311.

Northern Cross Astronomy Club
Time: 7:30 p.m.
Where: Unitarian Church North,

13800 N. Port Washington Road,
Mequon

The Northern Cross Science
Foundation is an amateur astronomy
club that meets at UCN in the lower
level on the first Thursday of each
month. Meetings are free and open to
the public. Drop in and see what’s
going on in the night sky ... you don’t
even need to own a telescope. Call
Rob Powell at 243-5141.

Friday, Jan. 9
‘Computer Basics’

Time: 9 a.m.-10 a.m.
Where: Grafton Senior Center,

1665 7th Ave., Grafton
Cost: $45 (4 classes)
This class is designed for individu-

als who have never used a computer,
as well as for people who would like a
refresher on the basics of operating a
computer. Classes will take place in
the dining room on Jan. 9, 16, 23 and
30. Make checks payable to Wisdom
Technologies. Call 375-5311.

‘E-Mailing’
Time: 10 a.m.-11 a.m.
Where: Grafton Senior Center,

1665 7th Ave., Grafton
Cost: $45
Scheduled on Jan. 9, 16, 23 and

30 in the dining room, this class will
teach people how to e-mail kids and
grandkids. Among the things class par-
ticipants will learn are to get a free e-
mail account, learn different functions,
send attachments, forward messages
and start an address book. Checks
should be made payable to Wisdom
Technologies. Call 375-5311 for more
information.

Adult, Family Night Ski
Time: 5 p.m.-8:30 p.m.
Where: Riveredge Nature Center,

4458 W. Hawthorne Drive, Newburg
Cost: Free for members; $4 non-

member, $2 for 13 and under 
Enjoy the beauty and serenity of a

crisp snowy evening on skis. Traverse
the 1-1/2 mile trail lighted by lanterns,
or ski trails lit only by the light of the
moon and stars. At the end, a warm
indoor fire awaits. Call 375-2715.

Willy Porter to rock for Advocates at CCC

Grafton — Hi, I’m Pogo!  I’m
an 8-week-old female standard
rat. Intelligent and social, rats
enjoy living in groups of two
or more and can be taught a
variety of tricks. For more
information on Pogo and
other pocket pals available for
adoption at the Ozaukee
Humane Society, visit
www.ozaukeehumane.org or
call 377-7580.

Pet of the Week
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‘A Process of Healing’
Mequon — Facilitators Dione Gisch, MA and Rebecca Simon,

MA are coordinating “A Process of Healing,” the 10-week therapy
group for adult women who have experienced sexual abuse.
Meetings will be held in two locations: the Galleria Office
Building, 11431 Port Washington Road, No. 105-7, Mequon; and
Bowler Building, 809 N. 8th St., No. 208, Sheboygan. Call (414) 333-
8088 for information.

CHS Class of ’67 plans holiday party
Cedarburg — This will be the 15th year that Cedarburg High

School Class of 1967 is getting together to celebrate the holidays
and the many friendships that have continued since everyone
graduated. Save the date — Saturday, Jan. 17 – and meet at the
Country Keg, 1814 County Trunk NN at 6 p.m. Appetizers will be
served, followed at 7 p.m. by dinner (prime rib/cordon bleu chick-
en buffet). The cost is $17.50 a person. 

Contact Nancy Johnson to make a reservation. Call 375-6356 or
nanarae49@wi.rr.com (home); (262) 509-8764 (work) or
njohnson@ellsworth.com.

Lend a Hand!
Ozaukee County — The Ozaukee County Volunteer Center is

looking for caring people with free time:

■ Critter Connection at the Ozaukee Humane Society.
■ American Cancer Society is looking for an organized individ-

ual to help with event planning.
■ Join the Festival Coordination Team for Port Pirate Festival.
■ Advocates of Ozaukee seeks capable drivers.
■ Bereavement support needed by Hospice Advantage.
For these and over 500 additional volunteer opportunities, visit

www.volunteerozaukee.com or call 377-1616.

INBRIEF

For those who grew up in the
1950s and ’60s, chances are
you remember Wonder

Bread – the whitest, softest,
chewiest bread imaginable, that
helped build strong bodies 12
ways. Well, now’s your chance to
travel down memory lane, dur-
ing a hilarious one-man produc-
tion, called “The Wonder Bread
Years,” at the Cedarburg
Performing Arts Center on
Friday and Saturday. John
McGivern, Milwaukee’s favorite
comedian, will transport the
audience back to simpler times,
to when Kool-Aid stands, Jiffy
Pop popcorn and, yes, even
Wonder Bread, were favorite
fare.

Growing up in a large Irish-
Catholic family on the east side
of Milwaukee, McGivern remem-
bers his childhood as if it were
only yesterday. “We were all
raised on Wonder Bread,” he
says with a laugh, adding, “You
can still buy it, and it’s the worst
bread anyone can imagine. This
(show) is a journey through
much of what we ate, toys we
played with, and how we cele-
brated our holidays. It’s a great
little hour and 40 minutes of
pure nostalgia.”

Known primarily for writing
his own material about the
everyday sort of things that peo-
ple deal with every day, after
closing “Winter Tales” last
Sunday at Milwaukee’s Off-
Broadway Theatre, McGivern is
excited to bring another critical-
ly acclaimed playwright’s work
to Ozaukee County. 

“Pat Hazell wrote ‘Wonder
Bread Years’ probably 10 years ago,” he explains. “He was touring it while I was doing my show
in Madison, and just happened to catch my show. Getting a hold of me afterwards, Pat asked if
I’d be interested some day in doing his work. I decided it would be a great fit for me.” For the
record, Hazell is one of the original writers for NBC’s Seinfeld and was called “one of the five
funniest people in America” by Showtime.  

Although McGivern has been in theater his whole adult life, he acknowledges it is only since
he started writing his own material that his career really took off. He wrote his first show in 1993
and, as luck would have it, someone from Comedy Central was in the audience during a perform-
ance at the Bailiwick Theatre in Chicago. “Not five months later,” shares McGivern, “I was
involved in two Comedy Central specials, and in the late 1990s I got an HBO special … all based
on my own writing. So it was after I found my own voice and started to produce my own stuff
that it became an easier way to live financially.”

McGivern truly is a “hometown” lad.
Although he moved away in 1978 to pursue
his dream, there’s never been a time he has-
n’t looked on Milwaukee as his base. “In my
show, I always refer to this city as ‘home,’
and when I came back in 2001, it just felt
right,” McGivern says, now comfortably
ensconced in the old Knickerbocker Hotel
that was converted into condos more than
20 years ago. “It kind of matches my style,”
he says of the sprawling condo he and his
partner Steve Brandt own. “It’s old and
restored, and I love it.”

Careerwise, he’s never been busier. He’s
doing his own work. He’s busy at theaters
around town. He’s a regular on Dave and
Carole’s morning show at WKLH 96.5 FM.
He teaches continuing education classes in
storytelling at UWM and Alverno College.
And, even though his five-year contract
with TMJ4 ended last March, there’s talk it
may start up again some time soon.

In addition to theatrical pursuits, he
somehow finds time to collect English cot-
tage windows – those often found in crafts-
men houses built in the 1920s. “I guess it all
started back in the 1990s,” he says. “I got a
gift of two of them for Christmas from a
dear friend of mine, and I really enjoyed
them. Then I did a year-and-a-half of
standup comedy all over the country, and
every time I went away, I’d buy a piece of stained glass and send it back to myself in Los Angeles.
Now I have all these pieces hanging not only in windows, but also on walls throughout the condo.
I remember where I was when I bought them, what I was doing, and I remember the city.
Collecting them became my hobby.”

Brandt is an avid collector, too – of yard-longs. For those not familiar with the term, these are
panoramic-type photos one might stumble across in an antique store, depicting company picnics,
company gatherings and some that are military-based. “We have a room that’s full of them,” says
McGivern with a chuckle. “There’s got to be thousands and thousands of people in these pic-
tures, and we don’t know one person … but we sure like them.”

He and Brandt also stay busy as landlords with a business they started called “Home in
Milwaukee.” The two own eight apartments in their building, which Brandt, who’s a contractor,
fixed up. They furnished them together
and rent them out to corporations – mostly
short-term, but a couple on a long-term
basis, too. 

Returning to Cedarburg this weekend
with “The Wonder Bread Years” is some-
thing to which McGivern looks forward
with gusto. A frequent visitor during festi-
vals and Maxwell Street Days, he’s also no
stranger to the Ozaukee County perform-
ing arts scene. “I think this will probably
be my fourth or fifth time at the CPAC,” he
muses. And, you can bet that his mom and
sisters, plus a gaggle of nephews and
nieces who live nearby, will be adding their
reactions to his recollections of a simpler
time ... when Wonder Bread ruled the
supermarket bakery shelf and Twinkies
were in every school kid’s lunchbox.
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“The Wonder Bread Years,” starring John McGivern, opens at the
Cedarburg Performing Arts Center this Friday for a two-day run.

Left: McGivern swigs back the
contents of one of those little
wax syrup bottles beloved by
most kids.

Below: Bringing his special brand
of humor to this remarkable
production, McGivern shares his
memories of Kool-aid, Jiffy Pop
popcorn and more.

Photo submitted

At 8 p.m., on Friday, Jan. 9, Willy Porter will appear in concert at the Cedarburg Cultural Center, W63 N546 Washington
Ave., to benefit Advocates of Ozaukee. Originally from Mequon, Porter lives in Milwaukee, and returns “home” each win-
ter to perform a benefit concert for a local charity. Recently voted the best local artist by Shepard Express, Porter has
performed for Advocates for the last two years ... and sold out the venue each year. Advocates of Ozaukee is a shelter-
based domestic and sexual violence program, working with victims from Ozaukee County, and serving up to 16 women
and children at one time. Tickets, which cost $25 in advance or $35 at the door, are available at the Cedarburg and
Mequon Harris Bank locations or online at advocates-oz.org.

‘The Wonder Bread Years’
with John McGivern

Show time: 8 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 9 and Saturday, Jan. 10

Tickets cost $35

Cedarburg Performing Arts Center
W68 N611 Evergreen Blvd., Cedarburg

Call 376-6161 for tickets
or visit www.cedarburgpac.com

It’s marvelous, it’s ‘wonder’ful ... 
Baby Boomers, this show’s for you


